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Don Rawitsch
It was a very interesting presentation that sparkled on my mind some political issues. One point that got my attention was the amount of money generated by standardized tests. Can we imagine if the same amount of money were to be invested on public education? The schools could have more teachers, less students per class, better and more resources materials. It seems to me that would help to improve the level of education and the schools would have better means to pay more attention to their students in order to help them grow intellectually. 

I don’t quite understand the rationale for all the standardized tests. Wouldn’t the numbers of students from a given high school that get accepted in college be a measure of the educational success for that school system? 

I believe that part of this “assessment fever” is industry based. There is a lot of money involved on it and a strong interest in keeping it going.

I know that it might seem simplistic to think that all boils down to oppression, but between money and ignorance a given society can be easily controlled. And since it seems common sense that the standardized tests do not help to improve the level of education, but deteriorate it, I can not see any other plausible reason for it to exist, but to infer that the power is on the hands of few that have a different agenda from the majority of the population.

Does this country have enough college slots for all the teenagers that finish high-school? It is hard to imagine that this is close to be true, but that could also be another place where to invest some of the money spent on standardized tests. Create or expand state colleges.

Once we have more resources to decrease the number of students per teacher, assessment becomes easier and can be documented by the student with the supervision of the teacher. There are a number of good assessments tools available on the educational system itself, we just need to look into a well designed arts-based program and we find portfolios and others non-threatening tools to evaluate our children.

This is a great subject for discussion and sorry I got so political.

