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It was a great idea to be exposed by how a given school system implements technology in education and the challenges it faces. The visions of Belmont Public Schools system and its reality regarding technology in education bring to the table a number of seeds for discussion.

While Lee McCanne was very well intentioned and seemed to have a good constructivist background on his management approach, I find that there are still a number of misconceptions in the educational system as a whole.

For example, as I understand the constructivist approach to education does not leave room for out of context learning. Yet our schools still impose a high amount of rote and out of context learning, and so technological education is no exception. When I have inquired what was Lee preference if he had the resources: “ a computer lab or computers in the classroom”. He gave me a good answer that he would prefer both, and I can envision some good uses for the computer lab. A classroom would have to be very big in order to fit one computer for at least two students and when the project requires a more intense use of the computer and one or two students per computer, I imagine the solution would be to go to the lab. One could also use the lab for robotics projects, or any art and computer related activity. But, I was a bit disappointed when he answered that he thinks the computer literacy skills should be learned in the lab. Isn’t this an example of out of context learning? Wouldn’t any so-called computer literacy skills be learned in the context of any project involving the use of computers? Aren’t computer literacy skills what Papert calls “technological fluency”? 

Several public schools bring their students to the computer lab to teach them how to type and give all kind of instructions on how to use given software. I believe that the best way to learn how to manipulate computers is by exploration and practice, and above all by context. Students need to see a reason behind what they are required to learn.

The constructionist approach hopes to change the educational system to truly project-based learning trough the use of computers, but the schools tend to introduce computer in the exactly old fashioned way of teaching.

I do understand all the monetary constraints that make difficult any well intentioned and good constructionist approach to education, but we still have a long way to go in order to change the mind set of the educators and administrators regarding how to implement technology in the educational setting. 

